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Welcome 

Governing bodies of higher education institutions, 

Paris, 24-25 August 2006 

Barbara Ischinger, Director 
OECD Directorate for Education 
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THE OECD and Education 

 30 member countries… for the time being 
 All are involved in work on education 

 Working with 70 others 
 Many take part in IMHE activities 

 Covering almost all areas of public policy 
 Education Directorate created in 2002, although work on 

education has existed for much longer 
 Providing analysis and advice based on comparable data 

 Education at a Glance, PISA 
 Producing reports, publications, and soft law 

 E.g. OECD/UNESCO Guidelines on cross-border 
education 
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IMHE and the Directorate for Education 

The Education Committee 
The Centre for Educational Research and 

Innovation (CERI) 
The Programme on International Student 

Assessment (PISA) 
The Programme on Educational Building (PEB) 
 
 The Programme on Institutional Management in 

Higher Education (IMHE) 
www.oecd.org/edu/higher 
 

http://www.oecd.org/edu/higher�
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Higher education and the OECD 

 Not only the concern of Ministries of Education 
 Education contributes to economic growth 
 Advanced vocational education is important for the 

labour market 
 Innovation, research and technology 
 Regional development 

 
 It seems that almost everyone is looking to higher 

education for answers 
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A new focus on quality and relevance 

 Meeting of OECD Education Ministers 
 Athens, June 2006 

 Theme: Quality, equity and efficiency 
 How to promote them all simultaneously? 

 After decades of growth the focus now must be 
on ensuring quality in all its dimensions 
 That does NOT mean focusing only on high-profile 

scientific research 
 OECD’s experience – especially with PISA – 

qualifies it to advise Governments on how to 
better assess quality and relevance of higher 
education  
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New roles and responsibilities 

 New approaches to governance in OECD countries 
combine the authority of the State and the power 
of markets in new ways. Institutions are gaining 
greater freedom to run their own affairs. Public 
funds are allocated in “lump-sum” form, and 
funding from students and business is increasingly 
encouraged. In exchange for autonomy, 
governments seek to hold institutions to account, 
linking funding to performance and publicly 
assessing quality. 
 Based on chapter 3 of Education Policy Analysis 2003 
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